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From the Chair                             
 
 

nly a few weeks remain until 
Conflux 7.  Thank you to everyone 
who has volunteered for program 
items, your involvement has made 

for an interesting and fun program.   

In between items, the venue has some 
wonderful areas for relaxation and socialising.  
The conference rooms are between the Hotel 
and the Woden Tradesmens’ Club.  Adult 
members of Conflux 7 have temporary club 
membership for the duration of the 
convention.  The club has lounge areas, a bar 
open until 4am each day, and a café.  When 
the café is closed, snacks are also available 
from the club bar.   

If people would like to socialise further afield, 
Woden Plaza is only a short distance away.  
The venue side of the Plaza has a variety of 
street side cafés and restaurants.   

Of course, Canberra’s Floriade (Spring 
Festival) is also being held September / 
October.  There are direct buses to Floriade 
from the Woden Bus Interchange, which is 
only a short walk from our venue. 

We were very pleased to announce last month 
that the Banquet venue would be the Hellenic 
Club.  The Club has a great reputation for 
dining, and their staff are very enthusiastic 
about catering a historical re-creation 
banquet.  The Hellenic Club is only a short 
distance from our main Conflux venue (on 
the same road in fact), so although we have 
had to split venues, it isn’t a major 
inconvenience. 

We are looking forward to meeting friends, 
new and old, at Conflux this year! 

 

Karen Herkes 

O 

Committee and Advisers 
 

 

Karen Herkes – Chair, General Program, Dealers  
 
Ross Hamilton – Adviser  
Stuart Herring – Website 
April Herzog – Media Program 
Rachel McGrath-Kerr – Adviser 
Nicole Murphy – Adviser and Twitter 
Ian Nichols – Adviser  
Tara Ott – Registration 
Simon Petrie – Science Adviser 
Tycho Petrie – Registration 
Gillian Polack – Banquet Designer 
Jane Virgo – Publications 
Kimberley Gaal - Publications 

http://www.airships.net/wp-content/uploads/zepcovr.jpg
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Conflux 7 Accommodation News 
 
We have been advised that the Conflux venue, the Quality Hotel in Woden is now 
booked out for accommodation over the Conflux weekend.   
 
If you are looking for a place to stay over the weekend, consider the following 
alternatives 

 
 
Statesman Hotel,  
Theodore Street, Curtin ACT 62811777 
www.statesman.com.au  

 
AT CANBERRA CIVIC CENTRE  

(close to Civic Bus Interchange,  
direct bus to Woden Bus Interchange) 

James Court Apartment Hotel, 
74 Northbourne Avenue, Canberra City 
62401234 

Saville Park Suites  
84 Northbourne Avenue, Canberra City 
62432500 

Novotel Canberra,  
65 Northbourne Avenue, Canberra City.  
02 6245 5000 www.novotelcanberra.com.au 

Canberra City YHA,  
7 Akuna Street, Canberra City. 
 02 6248 9155 
Email: canberracity@yha.com.au 

 

ON THE WAY TO WODEN 

The Hyatt Hotel  
(Commonwealth Avenue, Yarralumla 
www.canberra.park.hyatt.com) is on the 
direct bus route from Civic to Woden. 
 
Manuka and Griffith Hotels  
are within 15 minute drive of the Conflux 
venue. There are buses to Woden, however 
these follow suburban routes. 
 
 

NARRABUNDAH 
(8-10 minute drive) 

Crestwood Gardens Motor Inn,  
39 Jerrabomberra Ave 62952099 

Hotel Heritage 203 Goyder Narrabundah 
1800 026 346 www.hotelheritage.com.au 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.statesman.com.au/
http://www.novotelcanberra.com.au/
http://www.canberra.park.hyatt.com/
http://www.hotelheritage.com.au/
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Venue Map 
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Conflux 7 Paraphernalia 
 

THEME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s theme is “From here to there…”, 
with a variety of program items planned 
around this theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUCTION 
This year’s auction is scheduled for Sunday 
afternoon. 
 
There is a five item limit per person.   
You can donate items for auction to a 
specific charity or fan fund, all proceeds 
from these items will go towards the 
nominee.  You are also welcome to submit 
items on a “sale or return” basis - 
CONFLUX retains 10% of the winning 
bid amount.   
If you would like to submit an item for the 
Auction, please deliver to Registration by 
10am Sunday morning.   
 
There will be a form at Registration to 
complete for each item. 
 

 
 

BANQUET RESERVATIONS ARE 
CLOSING – DON’T MISS OUT 

Please note the closing date for Banquet 
reservations is Monday 26th September 2011. 
You can use the booking on the Conflux 
website at www.conflux.org.au. 
 

 
CONFLUX REGISTRATION 

Conflux Registration is located in the 
Foyer of the Hotel Convention Centre 
(adjacent to Hotel Reception).   

Registration will open at 9am on Friday 
30th September. 

 

VOLUNTEERING 
Conflux is created by volunteers, fans and 
writers, people like you who love the genre 
so much that they want to share the fun 
with everyone.    
 
Volunteers are always very welcome, so 
let us know if you would like to volunteer 
on your membership form.  
 

 
CONFLUX ONLINE 

If you want to keep up with what’s 
happening at Conflux between progress 
reports,  

 log onto www.conflux.org.au, and check 
out what’s new.  

  Join us on Facebook  

  Follow us on Twitter @conflux_sfcon 

  

http://www.conflux.org.au/
http://www.conflux.org.au/
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News about Competitions and Awards 
 
 

STORY COMPETITION 
This year, prizes will not be awarded in the 
Conflux short story competition as there 
wasn't a clear winner.  None of the stories 
will be published in the convention book 
as they were not suitable. However, the 
judges - Nicole Murphy, Alan Baxter and 
Ian McHugh – have named three stories 
that will be acknowledged at the closing 
ceremony. 

We thank all the writers who participated 
in the competition. 

THE E. G. HARVEY AWARD FOR 
AUSTRALIAN SF ART 

To avoid confusion with the Harvey Awards 
in the United States, the Harvey Family 
Foundation have advised that their award 
will be named “The E.G. Harvey Award for 
Australian Speculative Fiction Art”. 

To be eligible for judging, works must be 
exhibited at the Conflux Convention from 
Noon Friday to Noon Monday.   

. 
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Workshops at Conflux 7 - Friday 30 September 
Registrations are open now for these workshops. Numbers are limited and registration for each 

workshop will close when places are filled. You can register with chair@conflux.org.au or at the 

Conflux 7 Registration. Some workshops are free to Conflux 7 members, others have fees 

(details below). Payment may be made on the day. 

10AM TO NOON 

GETTING STARTED IN WRITING SPECULATIVE FICTION 

Workshop with Laura E. Goodin. 

Launceston Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

This workshop is for those who would like to write speculative fiction, but are only just beginning to 

write. Suitable for all beginning or aspiring writers from age 11 up.  

Cost: $11 per person (under 18 years free). You do not need to be a Conflux 7 member to attend this 

workshop. Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

10AM TO NOON 

ALL ABOUT BLOGGING 

Workshop with Alan Baxter 

Yamba Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

Wikipedia describes “blogs” as a type of website or part of a website. Blogs are usually maintained 

by an individual with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as 

graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse chronological order Blog can also be 

used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content to a blog.” Perhaps you would like to learn more 

about blogs generally, start blogging yourself, or learn how to make your own blog more interesting? 

Alan Baxter is a speculative fiction author and martial arts teacher. Learn all about Alan at 

http://www.alanbaxteronline.com/.  

This workshop is free for Conflux members (it is not open to the general public).  

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

10AM TO NOON 

REVISING YOUR NOVEL: STRATEGIES AND DOCUMENTS YOU CAN USE TO CONSIDER YOUR 

WORK OBJECTIVELY. 

Workshop with Nicole Murphy 

Melrose Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

Nicole Murphy used to be a terrible editor. Spell check. Grammar check. Punctuation check. Submit. 

Today, she loves to edit – so much so that she doesn’t really like drafting, because it takes so long to 

then get to the editing. How did she turn it around, and develop the skills that enabled her to sell a 

trilogy to a major publisher? In this workshop, Nicole will go through the steps she used to teach 

herself how to edit, and will give you some key advice and resources in order to help you become 

objective about your own writing. 

Cost: $11 per person. You do not need to be a Conflux 7 member to attend this workshop. 

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

http://www.alanbaxteronline.com/
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Workshops at Conflux 7 - Friday 30 September – continued … 
 

12.30 TO 2.30PM 

STAFF FIGHTING WORKSHOP 

Workshop with Danny Weir 

Launceston Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

Learn some of the techniques for using this traditional weapon.  

Danny Weir is an instructor in Brazilian JuJitsu and MMA. 

Cost: $33 per person. You do not need to be a Conflux 7 member to attend this workshop. 

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

 

12.30 TO 2.30PM 

THE WHAT-WRITERS-MUST-DO-TO-WRITE-PROFESSIONAL-FICTION WORKSHOP 

A Workshop with Jack Dann 

Melrose Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

Believe it or not, there is a secret to writing professional fiction; and it involves learning a bit of 

ancient cartography. (cartis = map and graph = write.) 

This 2 hour intensive with Conflux guest, Nebula and World Fantasy Award recipient Jack Dann, 

offers participants a hands-on writing strategy and a unique opportunity to broaden their working 

understanding of speculative fiction with a writer of international renown.  

This workshop will cover technical and thematic aspects of historical and fantastic fiction, including 

science fiction, fantasy, horror, and magical realism. Participants will learn about writing in the 

various genres (and the history of the genres); the essentials of writing cutting edge fiction and the 

nature of creativity; the workings of the Australian, British and American markets; how to get an 

agent (if necessary) and how to submit a manuscript. But most importantly, they will learn how to 

approach the craft of writing. Participants will also be given handouts of "The Keys to the 

Kingdom", which Jack wrote for Writers Digest, an updated "Books For Writers: An Essential List", 

and other material that Jack has found helpful for writers. 

Cost: $55 per person. You do not need to be a Conflux 7 member to attend this workshop. 

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

 

3PM TO 5PM 

VERBAL “JUJITSU” 

Workshop with Karen Herkes 

Yamba Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

To provide inspiration for writing dialogue, this workshop covers reflective listening and defensive 

techniques used by those with something to hide. 

This workshop is free for Conflux members (it is not open to the general public).  

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 
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Workshops at Conflux 7 - Friday 30 September – continued … 
 

3PM TO 5PM 

MIND YOUR MEDIEVAL PS AND QS 

Workshop with Gillian Polack 

Melrose Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

Have you ever wondered what you would do if you were Sir Gawain, and your host’s wife invited 

you into her bedchamber while her husband was out? Do you have an appropriate insult for enemy 

knights who seek to dishonour your king? Then look no further – Medieval Ps and Qs with Gillian 

Polack will teach you all you need to know about fine courtesies, foul oaths and witty repartee in 

the Middle Ages, so that next time you speak to the Green Knight’s wife, you won’t lose your head. 

Cost: $16.50 per person. You do not need to be a Conflux 7 member to attend this workshop. 

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

 

3PM TO 5PM 

FROM HERE TO THERE1 AND BACK AGAIN! 

Workshop presented by Margi Curtis and Leigh Blackmore 

Launceston Room, Woden Tradesmen’s Club 

This experiential workshop will focus upon the many ways in which we access altered states of 

consciousness, how they have featured in our favourite SF and how we may access them for 

inspiration as writers and creators of our art. 

After discussion we will experiment (in a gentle and natural way) with a range of nonordinary 

states, using relaxation, breath, music, chant, rhythm and guided meditation. 

This workshop would not be suitable for anyone under 16 years of age. This is a clean and sober 

event. We may be lying on the floor so please bring a cushion or yoga mat if you have one. Some 

provided. 

Margi Curtis & Leigh Blackmore are writers, artists and practitioners of magick, regularly offering 

workshops on many aspects of occult knowledge and mystery and its relationship with the creative 

process. Margi has a Masters of Creative Arts, a Graduate Diploma in Transpersonal Breathwork 

and is studying Fine Arts. She identifies as a witch, writer, artist, musician and activist. Leigh has a 

Bachelor of Creative Art(Hons) and is an author, editor, musician and ceremonial magician. 

Cost: $11 per person. You do not need to be a Conflux 7 member to attend this workshop. 

Participant numbers are limited, so register soon if you would like to attend. 

 

  



Conflux 7 – Progress Report 3  Page 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   Saturday 29 September and Sunday 30 September 2012 

Next year, Conflux 8 will be held at Novotel Canberra,  

a 4 ½ star hotel located in Canberra's city centre  

within easy walking distance of shopping malls, cinemas, restaurants, bars,  

sporting grounds and tourist attractions.  

Book this year at Conflux 7 and take advantage of our Spceial Early Bird Rate.   

 

2012 is a great year for the End of the World!  Let’s party like there’s no tomorrow! 

 

 

Mayan Calendar 
 
 

 

 

On the Beach 2012 
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Conflux Natcon 2013 
 

 

Conflux Incorporated is delighted to announce that we will be running the 2013 Natcon 

here in Canberra. 

 

Conflux 2013, the 52nd Natcon, will take place April 25 to 28 at Rydges Capital Hill. Co-

chairs Donna Maree Hanson and Nicole Murphy have a long history of involvement with 

Conflux conventions and are looking forward to bringing you four days of inspiration, 

conversation and fun. 

 

Events being planned include a steampunk-themed high tea, masquerade and regency 

banquet. As with all Natcons, the convention will host the 2013 Ditmar Awards. Donna and 

Nicole are looking forward to hearing your thoughts on what you’d like to see at Conflux 

2013 and will be holding a panel at Conflux 2011 to gather ideas but feel free to have a chat 

to them during the convention. 

 

2013 marks the centenary of the foundation of Canberra and there’s going to be lots of 

partying in the city that year. 

 

Guests and more news will be announced at Conflux 2011, and there will be memberships on 

sale so make sure you budget to get your place at Conflux 2013. 
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The Banquet 2011 
 

 

In a world that's almost ours, please join us for this year's Banquet aboard the LZ-127 

Graf Zeppelin in its first round the world trip August 1929.   

Dr Gillian Polack is once again designing a wonderful historically accurate menu and 

there will be entertainment by the astonishing Talie Helene.  

Tickets are $50, and the banquet will be held at the Hellenic Club in Woden (about 

400m from the Convention Hotel).  

Download the Booking Form, or contact banquet@conflux.org.au for details. 

Don't miss out on your seat at this year's Conflux banquet - you don't have to be a 

member to attend.  The closing date for Banquet reservations is MONDAY 26TH 

SEPTEMBER 2011. 

 

 
 

 

Eat, Drink and be merry!  The Stock Market Crash isn’t due until October! 

http://conflux.org.au/2011/files/conflux7_banquet.pdf
mailto:banquet@conflux.org.au
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Conflux Members 
as at 14 September 2011 

 

 
 

(The list below does not show people’s level of membership or the names of  
people who did not wish to have their names to be published.) 

 

 

 
Joanne Anderton NSW 

Keri Arthur VIC 

Margaret Barnes NSW 

Conor Bendle ACT 

Phillip Berrie ACT 

Leigh Blackmore NSW 

Lawrie Brown ACT 

Carol Bott ACT 

Steve Cameron VIC 

Alan Chick ACT 

Jodi Cleghorn  QLD 

Craig Cormick ACT 

Natalie Costa-Bir NSW 

Penelope Cottier ACT 

Margaret Curtis NSW 

Jack Dann VIC 

Sabrina deSouza NSW 

Caitlin Dobbs ACT 

Edna Dundas ACT 

Ken Enderby NSW 

Barbara Edgar ACT 

Paul Ewins VIC 

Hugh Fisher ACT 

Elizabeth Fitzgerald ACT 

Laura E. Goodin NSW 

Patricia Gray ACT 

Deborah Green NSW 

Jacqueline Guy QLD 

Richard Harland NSW 

Stacey Haseldine WA 

Talie Helene VIC 

Karen Herkes ACT 

Joanne Herkes QLD 

Stuart Herring ACT 

April Herzog ACT 

Karl Herzog ACT 

Margaret Hilliard NSW 

Cassandra Hincks VIC 

Robert Hood NSW 

Patty Jansen NSW 

Devindran Jeyathurai 

Singapore 

Kathleen Jennings QLD 

Charlotte Kasper QLD 

Joanna Kasper QLD 

Duncan Lay NSW 

Eric Lindsay QLD 

Danny Lovecraft NSW 

Crisetta MacLeod NSW 

Donna Hanson ACT 

Peter Marz VIC 

Rachel McGrath-Kerr 

ACT 

Iain McKenzie ACT 

Andrew McKiernan NSW 

Lewis Morley NSW 

John Morris ACT 

Nicole Murphy NSW 

Lily Mulholland ACT 

Cathryn Nagle ACT 

Abigail Nathan NSW 

Ian Nicholls WA 

Tracey O'Hara ACT 

Corey O'Hara ACT 

Shauna O'Meara NSW 

Tara Ott ACT 

Tycho Petrie ACT 

Robert Phillips ACT 

Gillian Polack ACT 

Marilyn Pride NSW 

Tim Reddan ACT 

Tracy Reddan ACT 

Michael Richards ACT 

Tim Roberts ACT 

Zena Shapter NSW 

Shahzad Sheikh ACT 

Cat Sparks NSW 

Helen Stubbs QLD 

Valerie Toh ACT 

Iain Triffitt NSW 

Jane Virgo ACT 

Kyla Lee Ward NSW 

Emma Wearmouth VIC 

Janeen Webb VIC 

Jean Weber QLD 

Kim Westwood NSW 

Tehani Wessely WA 

Cora Wright ACT
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PO Box 903,  

Belconnen ACT 2616 

   

       MEMBERSHIP PRICES 
 

 Until 29 Aug At Door 

 

Full membership  $230 $250 
(Attendance & publications) 

 

Student / Concession  $190 $210 
(Attendance & publications) 

 

Supporting (publications &  $30 (DayAttend 
Options to upgrade to attendance)  rate is $80)   

 
Terms and Condition of Membership Refunds may be obtained by writing to the Treasurer at the address below by Friday 16th 

September 2011. To cover costs incurred in processing memberships, an administration levy of $20 applies. This levy does not apply to 

those converting to supporting membership. You may also transfer your membership to another person without charge.  Supporting 

members are able to convert to full membership at the rate current at time of initial membership. Refunds are unavailable after 16th 

September, but if a member is unable to attend they will receive supporting membership benefits. Applications for concession or 

student membership must be accompanied by evidence to confirm (for example a healthcare card) or full time student status. If  you 

have not yet done so you may provide this information on registration at the Convention. Thank you for your support. 

 
FIRST NAME     LAST NAME 
 
 

NAME ON BADGE 
 
 

ADDRESS FOR POSTAGE (STREET OR PO) 
 
 

SUBURB     STATE    POSTCODE 
 
 

TELEPHONE     EMAIL ADDRESS 

 

Information and Attendance 
I would like to     Participate in programming.   

   Volunteer 

      Participate in a mass signing event (Author or Artist?). 
      Have updates emailed to me (NB they will be emailed as default choice). 
      NOT receive updates on the convention. 

   NOT have my name / state on the website or in the con book member list. 

 
My Payment Details:  
Payment for Conflux 7 membership 
 
Ã Cash payment 
Ã Cheque / Money Order (to be made out to Conflux) 
Ã Pay Pal (via paypal@conflux.org.au) 
Ã Credit Card  Ã Visa  Ã Bankcard  Ã MasterCard 

 
 
Card Number        Expiry Date 

 
Name on Card        Signature 

 


